Reaction to Intervention
Lord Stanley, who as fifteenth Earl of Derby was eventually himself to become head of the department.
Amongthe Foreign Office appointments and changes made by Lord Malmesbury, not the least interesting and sagacious was the choice of his private secretary, Henry Drummond Wolff. He had entered the office at the age of sixteen, as a junior clerk in Palmerston's second term. Palmerston thought his clever pen might be very useful on the Whig side, and made him more than one handsome offer. The then Mr Wolff, however, never swerved from his Conservative allegiance. Malmesbury's confidence in this gentleman was shown by his selection for more than one informal mission, about the postal service and other matters, to Paris during the Second Empire.* As Secretary to the British Government of the Ionian Islands (1859-62), he had much to do with the arrangements for offering the Greek Crown to Queen Victoria's second son, Prince Alfred, as well as for ceding the islands to Greece.
Before the beginning of Lord Cromer's mission to Cairo, the Foreign Office under Lord Salisbury had been disposed to regard Egypt as an incubus. Sir H. D. Wolff was sent in 1887 to Constantinople about its evacuation. The attitude of France and Russia wrecked the proposal Both now and during his later Secretaryship of State (1859) Malmesbury displayed coolness, foresight and a politic accessibility to the Liberal ideas of his recent predecessors. In 1852 the plots against
* These references are not particularised because Sir H. Drummond Wolffs recent autobiography contains the interesting and instructive details concerning them.
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